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HOOSICK FALLS, NEW YORK
DRINKING WATER AND GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

General Information

Testing by the New York State Department of Health and
York, has revealed that groundwater and drinking wate
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sampling in 2015 at the Sa 50bain Performance Plastics facility at 14 McCaffrey Street in
Hoosick Falls found levelsas high as 18,000 ppt. Some private wells in the area have also
shown the presence of PFOA, though not at levels above 400 ppt as far as the EPA is aware.
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How long have | or my family been exposed?

The EPA does not know how long and at what levels PFOA has been in the public drinking
water supply. If you are concerned about past exposures, you should discuss this with your
private physician.



Should | drink the water from the Hoosick Falls public water supply or use it for
cooking?

No, not at this time. Until a treatment system is in place at the public water supply and
confirmed to be consistently removing PFOA to acceptable levels, the public should not drink
water from the Hoosick Falls public water supply or use it for cooking. Instead, the public
should take advantage of bottled water available at the Tops Market in Hoosick Falls. Five
gallons a day per household of free water is available to residents. EPA has recommended to
the Village and Saint-Gobain that a larger volume of free water be made available to
households where needed. For more details on this program, please see the Village’s website:
hitp://lwww._villageofthoosickfalls.com/.

How can | get my private well tested?

If you have a private well, the New York State Deps

may test it. To request
testing of your well, ‘

- contact Albert DeMarco at 518-402-78
- send an email to beei@health.ny.cov; or,~
- write to Albert DeMarco at New York State
Environmental Exposure Investigation Corning
Albany, NY 12237.
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il \ through the skin is extremely slow. However, as a
precautionary measure an: en the limited information on skin exposure, children or people
with skin conditions (for example, rashes, cuts and abrasions) should avoid prolonged contact
(such as long showers or long baths) with PFOA-contaminated water.

What about teeth brushing?

Consistent with the EPA’s recommendation not to use tap water from the Hoosick Falls public
water supply for drinking or cooking, the EPA recommends that bottled water be used for
brushing teeth.



Can | use a humidifier?

As stated above, there is a lack of studies evaluating the human health effects from inhalation
and skin exposure to PFOA. However, until a treatment system is in place at the public water
supply and confirmed to be consistently removing PFOA to acceptable levels, the EPA
recommends the use of bottled water for a humidifier. In addition, due to the potential PFOA
residue that may be present in your home from previous humidifier use with water possibly
contaminated with PFOA, the EPA recommends cleaning off high contact surfaces (table tops
or other surfaces that people touch) where mist may have settled from the humidifier to
remove any possible PFOA residue (wet wiping of hard surfaces using bottled water or
appropriate commercial product and HEPA-filtration vacuumi f soft surfaces).
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What about washing dishes?
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Is the soil safe?

There has been a limit t of soil testing for PFOA in Hoosick Falls. Additional soil
sampling may occur in the ful re. If PFOA is found in the soil, there are practical actions that
would minimize exposure to PFOA. For example, where bare patches of soil are known to
have PFOA contamination, grass, mulch, compost, etc. are effective ways to prevent direct
contact with the soil. AdditionaHy, don’t eat or smoke or engage in other hand-to-mouth
activities while gardening.



Is it OK to eat vegetables from my garden?

A number of studies have evaluated the absorption into plants of the whole class of
perfluourinated compounds (of which PFOA is one). Absorption into plants depends on the
size of the particular perfluourinated compound and its chemistry. Smaller compounds have
more uptake. PFOA is a relatively large compound and has lower uptake. Absorption also
differs by the type of produce. Root vegetables that grow in the ground and leafy green
vegetables (e.g. lettuce) generally have greater absorption of chemicals, including PFOA. Root
and leafy vegetables also tend to adhere soil to the surface of the produce. Thoroughly
washing root and leafy green vegetables with bottled water will.further reduce the minimal
exposure to PFOA from growing produce in soil contaminatet h PFOA and/or watering
produce gardens with PFOA contaminated water. One so peel root vegetables prior to
consumption.

Can PFOA coat the inside of my home’s pipe

Based on the high solubility of PFOA (ability chemical to dissolve).in water relative to the
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C. achieve a permanent cleanup remedy for the groundwater contamination.
How would these actions be paid for?

In this case, the EPA expects one or more private parties liable for the poliution to pay for
addressing the problems.



How can | get more information?

The EPA has a web page with information about the Hoosick Falls drinking water
contamination. The EPA will update this site as more information becomes available. Visit:
hitp://lwww.epa.gov/aboutepa/hoosick-falls-ny-water-contamination.

In addition, The Village of Hoosick Falls has information on its website at:
hitp://lwww. villageofhoosickfalls.com.

How do | contact the EPA?

Larisa Romanowski

USEPA

187 Wolf Road, Suite 303
Albany, NY 12205
518-407-0400

romanowski larisa@epa.gov




